Study Abroad at Evergreen

Evergreen is committed to an increased Internationalization.  Internationalization is broader than Study Abroad, it encompasses language, area and cultural studies, all the curricular and extracurricular opportunities that our students have to learn about unfamiliar social and natural systems.  The term internationalization is defined by Knight (1994) as “the process of integrating an international/intercultural dimension into the teaching, research, and service functions of the institution.”  Programs that allow our students to study abroad is a large part of this effort.  Currently, on average 8% of Evergreen students study abroad each year: approximately 48% studying through academic programs, 43% through contracts and internships, 8% through consortium partners, and 1% on student exchange.  This proportion is significantly higher than any of the other four-year state universities.

	Study Abroad Opportunities
	2005-2006
	2006-2007
	Average
	Percent of Total Enrollment
	Percent of Study Abroad

	Academic Programs with Travel Abroad component
	124
	223
	174
	4%
	48%

	Individual Learning Contract
	104
	153
	129
	3%
	36%

	Internship Contract
	28
	25
	27
	1%
	7%

	Consortium Agreements
	31
	27
	29
	1%
	8%

	Student Exchanges
	4
	4
	4
	0%
	1%

	Total
	291
	432
	362
	8%
	100%


These study abroad opportunities are consistent with Evergreen’s Five Foci, in particular, linking theory with practice, teaching and learning across significant differences, and personal engagement in learning.  In addition, these study abroad opportunities help fulfill the Six Expectations for all Evergreen graduates.  

Based on these fundamental principals, the institution’s Strategic Plan (2007) specifically states, “Seniors attribute growth in their ability to address real-world problems to their experiences at Evergreen.  Increasingly, these real-world issues involve a global context.  Evergreen is committed to internationalizing its curriculum and will review and strengthen its support for international studies and study abroad opportunities for students.”

Academic Programs

Most students study abroad with academic programs that have a foreign travel component.  These programs have an international focus and demonstrate Evergreen’s integrated approach to global learning.  On average 10 academic programs travel abroad each year but this number varies depending on their cost.  The process used to select and fund these programs are described in the attached document, Study Abroad Procedures.  A list of programs that have traveled abroad over the past five years is also attached.  The cost of these programs, for both the College and the students, is significant; approximately 20% of the budget for academic programs is allocated to these study abroad programs in order to cover the faculty travel expenses.  Students must also pay a fee that covers their travel expenses.  This fee varies depending on the location and duration, but the average fee is $3,000.  Two examples of academic programs with travel abroad components are, Memory of Fire: Spain and Latin America and Tropical Rainforests.

Memory of Fire: Spain and Latin America offers students the opportunity for interdisciplinary study in Spanish language, history and literature of Spain and Latin America. The program culminates in independent research or internships abroad in Santó Tomás, Nicaragua, or Southern Spain, as well as internships with local Latino organizations for students who elect to stay on campus.  In one program we find an interconnectedness of theoretical and practical approaches to learning in a global context. The result of such study produces students who not only speak Spanish, but understand the historical, political, and cultural implications of various real-world problems for Hispanic countries and people. They do this not just by theoretical study but by engaging in practical experiences with local and global communities.

Tropical Rainforests, is offered every other year, takes students to Costa Rica for the final three weeks of the winter quarter.  The program focuses on field ecology, the physical environment, statistical analysis of field data, conservation biology as well as Latin American culture.  While in Costa Rica, students visit several major field sites, including coastal habitats, tropical dry forests, cloud forests and lowland rainforests.  Students have the option of staying in Costa Rica during spring quarter to do ecological research on an Independent Learning Contract.

Individual Learning Contracts and Internships

Typically reserved for junior- and senior-level students, these are student-generated projects where the student works directly with a faculty sponsor to complete advanced academic work.  Each year 100 to 200 students study abroad on a contract.  A full third of all students, or approximately 1,200 students, will complete an internship, locally or globally during their Evergreen career.  

EXAMPLES and PROCESS

Consortium Agreements and Exchanges

As a small, liberal arts college, we recognize that our range of institution-sponsored study abroad programs will not meet every student’s needs.  We currently offer 14 consortium programs with destinations worldwide. Approximately 30 students participate in consortiums each year.  PROCESS
Our two year-long Japanese exchange programs are with the University of Hyogo and University of Miyazaki.  PROCESS
