Forensics and Criminal Behavior

Fall 2006

With Toska Olsen, Rebecca Sunderman, Sharon Anthony

Week One 

· The basics:  Library Accounts; Library Tour

· Topic Development:  Scholarly Encyclopedias

· Books/treatises, and the Summit system

· Exploring & Expanding Topics:  Full Text (general) Databases: Academic Search Elite; H.W. Wilson; Proquest, and etc.  

· Interlibrary loan for journals

Week Two

· Evaluating sources and search systems

· Citation Searching 

· Advanced Subject Indexes and Abstraction systems for journals

· HOMEWORK:  students identify a source (website, database, journal article) and prepare an evaluation, which examines: author/researcher credentials, institutions, experimental design, scholarly conventions, standards in the field, and etc. 

Week Three

· Evaluating Sources, cont.:  student groups present their brief and eloquent evaluations of sources

Week Four

· Bibliographies:  using style guides (APA; CBE)

· Annotations:  principles of clarity; passive voice and the style of scientific objectivity

· HOMEWORK:  Write an annotation to present for critique

Week Five

· Writing workshop:  students present sample annotations

Week Six

· Review of advanced search techniques in Medline, Sociological Abstracts, Biological Abstracts, Psychological Abstracts, and Chemical Abstracts

