
MASTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES GRADUATE PROGRAM ON THE ENVIRONMENT

Candidacy and Degree Requirements 
An MES degree requires 72 quarter-hours of credit, including 32 
credits of core work and eight or 16 credits of thesis and 24 or 32 
credits of electives. 

All degree requirements must be completed within four years from the fall 
quarter during which the student was first admitted to the program unless 
granted an extension by the director. 

To earn a degree, a student must first be advanced to candidacy. 
Candidacy is decided at the completion of the first two quarters of the core 
sequence. Faculty teaching in the first-year core sequence of the MES 
program will meet to review each student's entire record and recommend to 
the director which students will be advanced to candidacy. 

Advancement to MES candidacy is based in part on demonstration by the student that she or he can design 
and execute a scholarly research paper and effectively communicate research results in an oral 
presentation. 

To provide the candidacy committee with positive evidence, each student will be required to execute such a project as 
part of the course work in the winter quarter of the core program. The written research paper must be analytical (not 
simply descriptive), well organized, present a thesis and supporting evidence, and demonstrate appropriate use of 
bibliographic resources. Both written and oral presentations must be in an appropriate scholarly form. The overall 
strength of the student's academic performance to date will also be considered in the candidacy decision. 
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