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Writing is a word synonymous with Evergreen. From its inception, Evergreen has recognized writing as a crucial skill necessary for each of its liberal arts college graduates to master. Evergreen graduates are consistently praised for their ability to use writing as a mode of critical thinking, communication, and creativity. Much evidence demonstrates Evergreen’s unwavering practice of Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) well before other colleges and universities enlisted initiatives to achieve this goal.  In a 2006 study of five-year’s worth of end-of-program reviews, faculty reported that 98% of Evergreen’s full-time programs included either a major or minor emphasis in writing  (Office of Institutional Research and Assessment). 

The College’s commitment to writing began with the creation of an institutional genre of writing: the narrative self-evaluation and faculty evaluation of student achievement. These evaluations remain the single most important type of writing Evergreen students and faculty will accomplish, and consequently, faculty members and student support services devote significant time and resources to the development of these documents. The addition of the student summative self-evaluation as the front piece to a student’s transcript highlights the continued value placed on writing and reflection.  

Another genre of writing unique to Evergreen, the seminar paper, emerged as a logical complement to Evergreen’s heralded seminar.  This type of writing promotes creative response to critical thought. Programs often employ weekly peer review sessions facilitated by faculty and/or program tutors to encourage students to refine their writing process while cultivating their voice. 

During the development of General Education in the late ‘90s, the faculty decided that an articulation of Evergreen’s educational intentions was necessary. Embedded in each of the Six Expectations of an Evergreen Graduate is a connection to the significance of writing. (For a succinct analysis, see Dean Eddy Brown’s, “The Six Expectations of An Evergreen Graduate: How the Writing Center Can Help Meet Them,” in Inkwell, 2007.)

To accomplish these Expectations, practice must reflect theory, and while not all faculty members are trained to teach writing in their fields upon beginning their Evergreen careers, they quickly recognize that writing is central to the work in most programs.  New faculty are introduced immediately to the importance of writing during the annual New Faculty Retreat, and all faculty have numerous opportunities to enrich their teaching of writing through summer writing institutes, conversations with practitioners from the Washington Center for Improving the Quality of Undergraduate Education, collaborations with the Writing Center, and discussions about writing with teaching partners. 

At a premium are Evergreen’s writing faculty and faculty librarians who transfer crucial writing pedagogy to colleagues academically trained in other disciplines. Faculty learn how to create assignments, scaffold the writing/research process throughout a syllabus, and respond to student writing effectively through experiencing, then sharing, best practices with colleagues.  Over time, faculty members from other fields become respected teachers of writing.

Since Evergreen’s last accreditation faculty members have collaborated with students to create projects that demonstrate the potential for learning when students write for an actual audience. The following publications are stellar examples of successful teaching and learning: 

· In 2004, faculty member Ted Whitesell edited Defending Wild Washington: A Citizen’s Action Guide (The Mountaineers Books).  Modeled after a project at the University of Utah, Defending Wild Washington was researched, written, and promoted by the students in Whitesell’s yearlong program. 

· In 2006-2007, the students in Hirsh Diamant and Char Simons’ Evening and Weekend Studies program Silk Roads: China, the Middle East, and the New World wrote, edited, and designed the Silk Roads Anthology: Identity and Travel, a collection of writings and art. 

· In 2006, the Evergreen Writing Center unveiled a new campus publication: Inkwell: The Student Guide to Writing at Evergreen. The Writing Center uses Inkwell as a promotional and teaching tool during tutoring sessions and workshops. Now in its third edition, Inkwell provides seasoned writing tutors with a venue to create a professional publication that strives to demystify and celebrate writing at Evergreen (For electronic versions see Inkwell, 2006, 2007 at www.evergreen.edu/writingcenter.).

In 2008 faculty member and Evergreen alumna, Nancy Koppelman, completed her monograph, “Reading to Write: Attuning College Freshman to a Literate Life” (See Appendix). “Reading to Write” combines thoughtful analysis of the barriers to reading comprehension with a series of workshops faculty can incorporate into their programs to strengthen students’ abilities to read and write more critically. Dr. Koppelman presented her work at the annual Conference on the First-Year Experience in San Francisco in Spring 2008. 

Dr. Koppelman’s work highlights the importance of meeting students where they are rather than making assumptions about their college readiness. In fall 2007, following the recommendations of the First Year DTF, Evergreen piloted a writing assessment with students enrolled in Beginning the Journey. During the summer, students received a prompt from the Writing Center asking them to address their writing history and process. The essay is the conduit through which students can begin to consider their relationship to writing and connect with appropriate resources. The pilot’s design seeks to empower every Evergreen writer rather than flag only those considered in need of remediation.  This assessment is under review to ensure improvements for next year’s entering class. (See Appendix)

Campus resources compliment the teaching of writing in the classroom.  Support staff from KEY Student Services, Academic Advising, First Peoples Advising, Prime Time Advising, Career Development, and Access Services for Students with Disabilities routinely support students with the writing they need to accomplish. All also make referrals to the Evergreen Writing Center.

Recognizing that every student is a writer with varying needs, the Writing Center is a peer-tutoring program, offering a wide range of services to promote the development and growth of every Evergreen writer. From 2001 to 2007, the Writing Center has witnessed an increase in its use for services (See Appendix, “Writing Center Contacts by Year”).

The Writing Center is one facet of a growing writing culture on campus. Pursuit of the literary arts continues to flourish at Evergreen. During the past decade, demand for writing-specific programs has far exceeded capacity.  Student writers routinely have to find alternatives to popular programs.  Individual learning contracts are one way to bridge the gap; however, they cannot foster the experience of learning in a writing community. Word is spreading about the literary energy at Evergreen.  Contributing to the burgeoning reputation are:

· Innovative writing programs that explore topics usually associated with graduate-level work.

· Writing conferences such as the spring 2008 Press: A Cross-Cultural Literary Conference. This year’s theme is “Activism and the Avant-Garde.” The two-day conference is a collaboration between students and faculty and will bring together poets and writers from across the nation to explore the potential impact of the written word on American culture.

· Slightly West, the Evergreen literary journal.

· Cross-Cultural Poetics, a weekly radio program hosted by Faculty member Leonard Schwartz. 

· Writers who visit academic programs. Programs frequently co-sponsoring these readings with student groups and campus offices.  Authors visiting campus in the past ten years include Maya Angelou, John Trudell, Octavia Butler, Sam Hamill, Derrick Jensen, bell hooks, Steve Almond, and Suheir Hammad, among many others.      

As the College continues to grow, so must the resources it allocates to support writing. The College must always have an abundant cohort of writing faculty ready to seed best practices, and services like the Writing Center must be funded to support their actual role on campus.  

The Writing Across the Curriculum movement in the 1980s elevated the importance of assigning writing in all disciplines.  Evergreen’s curricular structure and committed faculty/staff suggest that the College can continue its educational trailblazing by pushing WAC beyond its original mission, leading the way for innovative teaching writing across the curriculum.

